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‘Ih? L~.rriitaci smpl~~ cf s::otgun an;? rifle axmlunition which will be re- 
lsr,sei2 f;:- tk fell..hur:ting season, together with su?YLies already in hunters’ 
hands will. I T,rith Judicious Q~;c”, be s~~ffi,cisntz Icr taking a reasonable crop of 
vild gme , Scr5: tary of the Interior,%rold L. I&es said today, 

The :‘j?r Production i3oard announced this morning thnt it had approved 
ri:lEa se of S2,2rlO,O~O chotgun .sl-J*lls, 12,0~0,000 rounds of center fire 
amu ri i t i 3 n , and an r7.s yet undetermined quantit!: of .22 caliber cartridges. 
This represents about one- sixth of the quent;ities norclelly used by hunters. 

The :<,.ction of the WB followed a fa.ct -finding r:lrvey initiated months 
ago by the U.S. Fish and 1~il?~iife SerTlice z-.i.. conducted in cooperation with 
an &miunition Cozmittei- representing State Gz.mc Departments, Eoth Federal 
‘&ii State of~icinls urged thi EB to ~~.llow t.!& ma.nufact;~re of some additional 
nmmuni t ion for civilians in crdor tc p::rn;it t.hti ta,kin~ of the annual crop of 
surp 111 :: g:‘,f:e , lroep pri:d.a,tor;: a;:imcl:- in c:j’.sck, and protect zgricultural crops 
from de7rLdation.s. 

SCCP:~~Z.Y~ Ickss ncintad ollt that the major Tortion of t,hr: shotgun ammun- 
ition is hcing n&e witl- stef:l be, sc s a.nc? 292s not require critical brass and 
that the mrnufacture of a r.:;asonable quantity of ammunition for civilians 
will not ir:torfc-re with production for w,r use. 

Civilian hunting r.ormdly can produce 2. substantial addition to the 
nation’ s neat suply. Last year hunters took LlOrt: tho.n 2ljO,OOO,OOO pounds 
of meat as E by-product of hunting for deer, elk, wild rsbbits, pheasants, 
ducks ) ::.nd gt e se . 

Ammunition is also necessary for thF control. of predators, chiefly in 
the Vestzrn stn.tes. It is estimated th?.t’ ccyotes, bobcats, and other pre- 
dators t:jke an annus. toll of as much FS 5 percent of the 37,000,OOO 
head of sheep on Western renges. Eunting ia ::lso on? method of protecting 
growing cror)s and forage from destruction by prairie dogs, ground squirrels, 
woodchucks, and other rodent ps st s. 
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